BUSINESS VISITORS

An individual may enter the UK as a Business Visitor provided their intended period of stay does not exceed six months, and the purpose of their visit is to conduct allowable Business Visitor activities as described below. In addition, the individual must meet the legal requirements for entry as a Business Visitor. If the individual is a visa national, they must obtain a Business Visitor visa from a British Diplomatic Post in their country of origin or residence prior to travelling to the UK. To verify whether a visa is required, the individual should contact the nearest British Diplomatic Post. All other nationals may travel directly to the UK and apply for entry as a Business Visitor on arrival. 


Allowable Activities as a Business Visitor

Business Visitors in the UK may participate in the following activities as long as their intended period of stay is consistent with the activity performed and does not exceed six months. In addition, such visits would not normally be expected to exceed a few days:

                         *
 attend meetings and trade fairs, make purchases and negotiate and
 conclude contracts with UK businesses;

*
attend conferences and seminars as an ordinary participant;


*
undertake fact finding missions, check details or examine goods;

*
receive training confined to observation, familiarization and 
classroom instruction only;

*
Deliver goods from abroad; 


*
Come as a representative of a computer software company to install
their product made overseas, or to de-bug or enhance their product;

*
Come as a representative of a foreign machine manufacturer to erect
 and install machinery too large to be delivered in one piece as part
 of the contract of purchase and supply;

*
Come as representatives of foreign manufacturers coming to service 
or repair their company's products within their initial period of 
guarantee;

*
Come as an adviser, consultant, trainer or troubleshooter etc. 
provided that they are employed abroad, either directly or under
contract, by the same company (or group of companies) to which the
client firm belongs and the activity is restricted to classroom 

instruction;

*
Come as a guest speaker at a conference or seminar where it is 
either a single or occasional event or an event not being part of a 
commercial venture;

*
Come to run a conference or seminar of up to 5 days duration, 
provided it is a single or occasional event, involving a specialized
subject attracting a wide audience, including participants from 
outside the UK;

*
Come as an expert to brief U.K. businessmen about overseas legal 
and administrative requirements they need to meet as exporters.


NOTE: It is not the amount of time spent in the UK that determines whether an individual can enter the UK as a Business Visitor or requires a work permit, it is the activities to be performed. For example, if an individual enters the UK for less than 6 months to work, a work permit will be required.


Special Note regarding Short-Term, Technical Activities:

It is best to confirm that short term, technical duties do not require work permit authorization prior to departure to the U.K.

Maximum Period of Stay as a Business Visitor

When applying to a British Diplomatic Post for a Business Visitor visa, the length of visa granted is at the discretion of the Post. However, please note that the maximum period that an individual may remain in the UK as a Business Visitor is six months within any "given" 365-day period.

Non-visa nationals are normally granted six months entry as a Business Visitor on arrival in the UK. 

Please note that visitors may not apply to extend their stay in the UK beyond six months except in the most exceptional, compassionate circumstances.


Basic Requirements to Apply to Enter as a Business Visitor

The following general requirements for Business Visitors are subject to change or modification by the UK Immigration Authorities. 

1. 
Business Visitors must have a residence and an employer outside the UK, and must 
be travelling to the UK for a defined, limited period of time, not to exceed six months.

2. 
Business Visitors may not receive compensation from sources within the UK; 
however, incidental expenses such as hotel room, cost of travel and meals may be
paid by the host.

3. 
Business Visitors must have proof of adequate funds to defray expenses while on the
business visit and must be able to show that they can meet the cost of their journey
out of the UK (for example, return airline ticket).

4. 
Business Visitors must have specific and realistic plans for their trip to the UK. In 
borderline cases, where the traveller cannot articulate specifically a purpose 
consistent with the list of allowable activities described, or where the intended
purpose of the trip is ambiguous in any way, entry may be refused. If entry is refused, 
the traveller may be detained by immigration services and placed on the next 
available return flight. Future travel to the UK may be jeopardized.

5. 
The period of stay must be consistent with the intended purpose of the trip. Even
though the maximum time a Business Visitor is normally permitted entry to the UK is
six months, Business Visitor trips are usually expected to last only a few days. 
Travellers who need to stay longer than a few days must be able to explain why in a 
clear and specific manner. If there is any doubt as to whether an individual may travel 
to the UK as a Business Visitor, a work permit should be obtained.


Most Commonly Requested Documents and Processing Time

When making a Business Visitor visa application to a British Diplomatic Post, the following documents are typically required:

1. 
Application form;
2. 
Letter from applicant's employer describing the purpose of the applicant's visit, his or 
her job title and duties, and the nature of employer's activities;
3. 
Invitation letter from the UK company that the applicant will be visiting, describing the
purpose of the visit;
4. 
Proof of temporary or permanent residence in country of application (including
evidence of lawful immigrant or non-immigrant status, where applicable
5. 
Valid passport;
6. 
Two passport style photographs; 
7. 
Onward or round trip airline tickets;
8.
Proof of adequate funds for duration of stay; and
9. 
Processing fee.


The processing time for a Business Visitor visa is usually 1-2 days. However applications by certain visa nationals may be referred to the UK Home Office and, if so, processing can be protracted.

Non-visa nationals who are applying to enter the UK as a Business Visitor on arrival may wish to carry the following with them (in addition to their current passport) to be presented to an Immigration Officer if they request further information in relation to the purpose and duration of the visit:

1. Letter from individual's employer describing the purpose of the applicant's visit, his or her job title and duties, and the nature of employer's activities;
2. Invitation letter from the UK company that the applicant will be visiting, describing the purpose of the visit;
3. Proof of temporary or permanent residence in country of application (including evidence of lawful immigrant or non-immigrant status, where applicable);
4. Onward or round trip airline tickets;
5. Proof of adequate funds for duration of stay.



